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Pandemic resulted in less learning 
(Math 5 months, ELA 4 Months, on average)



Pandemic increased inequality in outcomes
 MAP Growth skip-year conditional growth percentiles by fall 2019 achievement 



Unusually Large Body of Evidence 

In the last five years, 7 
meta-analyses including 
over 150 studies 
consistently find that 
tutoring results in 
months of additional 
learning for students.

Note: Meta-analyses 1, 2, 4 and 7 only 
considered one subject area, while 
meta-analyses 3, 5 and 6 included both 
reading and math.



Instruction
High-dosage,using 

high quality materials

Learning Integration
embedded in school 

Tutor
consistent, well 

supported

Data Use 
drives instruction

Elements of High-Impact Tutoring

Grounded in Equity



 

High-Impact Tutoring Summary
Is Is Not

With a consistent tutor With a different tutor each time

Relationship-focused Question-resolution focused

Data-informed instruction Homework help

Focused on acceleration Focused on remediation

Regularly scheduled a minimum of three 
times per week

As needed

Synchronous instruction, in-person or 
virtual

Asynchronous or on-demand instruction

Embedded in school An extra-curricular that relies on parent 
take up and/or payment



States and districts are investing in different 
models of tutoring



Research study: If you provide free 
on-demand tutoring, do students use it? 



19% of students ever used on-demand 
tutoring



Students who had higher prior academic 
performance were more likely to take-up 
tutoring



Can we increase student take-up of 
on-demand tutoring?



Communications to parents increased usage; 
targeting both students + parents was most 
effective



Research implications for practice  

Opt-in educational resources (like on-demand tutoring) are 
unlikely to accelerate student learning at scale + mitigate 
inequality

Targeting communications to parents and students 
together can increase student engagement with opt-in 
tutoring

Supporting students who are struggling will require a 
coordinated effort between educators, families, & students 
to provide students with embedded, personalized learning 
opportunities–like high-impact tutoring
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Thank you for joining! 
Please take our post webinar survey.

Website: https://studentsupportaccelerator.org

Contact: Wendy Wallace, Director of Engagement & 
Development (wendy_wallace@brown.edu) 

https://studentsupportaccelerator.org/
mailto:wendy_wallace@brown.edu
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